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AGENDA
1. Understand the basics of altmetric data
2. Be familiar with sources of altmetric data & how to find it
3. Know how authors can use this data in their workflow
4. Be aware of how academic librarians can support 
altmetric data needs
WHY SHOULD WE CARE?
"That hallway conversation about a 





“The most widely used term to describe 
alternative assessment metrics. Coined by Jason 
Priem in 2010, the term usually describes metrics 
that are alternative to the established citation 
counts and usage stats—and/or metrics about 
alternative research outputs, as opposed to 
journal articles.” 
(2014 NISO Alternative Metrics



























2014: Launch of 
Altmetric for 
Institutions
2015: Launch of 
Scopus Article 
Metrics
2013: NISO Alternative 
Assessment Initiative
2015: Launch of 












• Journal impact factor
Alternate metrics





• Attention to clinical 
trial study records
In between: Usage Statistics
ADVANTAGES
Elements of societal impact
Complements traditional metrics




























• University of Manchester
• Western University
• University of Pittsburgh
LIBRARIAN ROLE
• Being informed
Know the topic & tools
Understand connection to author workflow
• Publication profile, CV or résumé, advancement package, 
grant application, research proposal
• Sharing knowledge
Discuss when there are opportunities
Offer examples of good use
Highlight mindful use
CAPTURING ATTENTION
Has a specific article received any online attention?
Has it been mentioned by any news sites or blogs? 
Has anyone tweeted about it?
Who else is interested in the topic?





















Author, A. (2015). "Title." Journal name. doi:10.000/10.100x
Citations: 4 / Twitter mentions: 21 / Mendeley bookmarks: 
91 / Blog mentions: 12
(Duke, 2015)
MINDFUL USE
Author, A. (2015). "Title." Journal name. doi:10.000/10.100x
Paper covered by more than 100 media outlets worldwide, 
including The Wall Street Journal and The Guardian. 
Recommended on 12 research blogs, putting it in the 99th 
percentile of Biology publications published in 2015. Was 
described as "a breakthrough study on examples" by 




• Altmetrics in action: examples and feedback from data-savvy 
researchers
• Altmetrics in action: applications for researchers
• How I use altmetrics in my research proposals: a 
researcher’s account
• How to save time finding your “broader impacts” for grant 
applications
• 23 diverse metrics to use in your next grant application




















1. Use altmetrics to complement other bibliometric measures 
(basket of measures!).
2. Use altmetrics when citations may not be helpful for 
understanding how a work is gaining attention.
3. Use altmetrics to better understand online attention 
surrounding a scholarly article, and not a work's full impact. 
4. Be aware that altmetric data is not normally peer-reviewed.
5. Do not compare altmetric data across disciplines! 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
• Altmetrics: A manifesto
• #altmetrics
• Altmetric blog
• Altmetrics for researchers (Duke University)
• Altmetrics research guide (University of Waterloo)
• Meaningful metrics: A 21st century librarian's guide to bibliometrics, 
altmetrics, and research impact by Robin Chin Roemer and Rachel 
Borchardt (2015 book)
• NISO Alternative Metrics Initiative Phase 1 White Paper
• Altmetrics in higher education institutions: Three case studies
• Riding the crest of the altmetrics wave: how librarians can help prepare 
faculty for the next generation of research impact metrics
• Validating online reference managers for scholarly impact measurement
• Do ‘altmetrics’ correlate with citations? Extensive comparison of 
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